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Assistant Police Chief Deirdre (Dee) Walker had little time to enjoy her
career milestone after she was confirmed to head up the Investigative
Services Division of the Montgomery County (Md.) Police Department in
September 2002.
A little more than a week into her new position, the first of a series of
killings that would paralyze the Washington, D.C., metro area with fear
and grip the nation made national headlines. During the next 23 days,
10 people in the Washington, D.C., metro area were shot to death, and
three others wounded, in what would become widely known as the D.C.
Sniper Case.
Walker, who later graduated from the Center for Homeland Defense and
Security (CHDS), would help oversee a team of investigators who would
work across state lines and collaborate with multiple law enforcement
teams under the glare of a media spotlight.
"The first 24 hours unfolded most violently in Montgomery County,"
Walker recalled via phone this week, the same day she was interviewed
for a CNN Anderson Cooper 360 Special on the sniper killings
scheduled to air Nov. 5. "It was definitely a trial by fire. It really shows
you have to be prepared for anything when you are a cop."
On October 2 and 3 of 2002, six people were killed in Montgomery County, a jurisdiction that had averaged about
20 homicides annually for the prior 15 years.
Eventually, the deaths were linked to John Allen Muhammad and his teenage protege Lee Boyd Malvo, as was a
September 2002 homicide in Montgomery, Ala.
The case has seen renewed media interest as Muhammad is scheduled for execution Nov. 10 in Virginia, barring a
stay of execution from Gov. Tim Kaine or court intervention.
For Walker, the case that garnered national attention is filled with lessons learned and new skills honed.
For starters, the credo of collaboration lauded at CHDS was well practiced during the sniper investigation with
authorities from Maryland, Virginia and the federal government working hand in hand.
She would reinforce that collaborative philosophy after entering CHDS in 2004, where she served as class co-
president. Afterward, she was named a CHDS Distinguished Fellow, working at the Department of Homeland
Security in the nation’s Capitol for a year.
"My experience at the Center replicated the supportive collaboration we had during that case," Walker said. "In my
experience as a police officer, it was unique in that regard. This investigation represented the best in collaborative
effort.
"I think we’ve learned lessons that forever changed policing. I don’t even recall the word collaboration being used
when I was a rookie back in 1985."
1/2
In addition to state and local law enforcement, the Federal Bureau of Investigation, the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco
and Firearms and the Secret Service assisted in the investigation, with a command center set up next to the
Montgomery County Police Department’s headquarters.
Walker’s primary role was as advisor to Montgomery County Police Chief Charles Moose and serving as a liaison to
the command center’s federal partners, in addition to overseeing her 220-person department.
Montgomery County Police had to maximize effort on the high-profile case, while tending to the day-to-day
operations of the department.
While the collaboration cultivated at CHDS was present, Walker said the super-honed critical thinking skills
encouraged at the Center would have been useful during the investigation.
"I was always trying to challenge assumptions, but that becomes a more ingrained part of you at the Center," she
said. "We got sort of myopic during the initial investigation; that created some challenges for us. The Center
encourages you to see as much of the horizon as you can muster. Even though I had that to some degree, I think
the Center enhanced it."
With the media frenzy and citizens in fear, Walker said the CHDS courses on the psychology of terrorism and fear
would have also enhanced the work of her department.
In that respect, the case included an aspect of terrorism in that it created fear and angst among the population.
However, Walker believes the shootings were not terrorist acts in the academic sense, even though images of
Islamic fanaticism would emerge in the wake of the investigation.
"We didn’t rule out terrorism (during the investigation), but this wasn’t the academic definition of terrorism," Walker
said. "It generated fear, but it wasn’t terrorism. They weren’t trying to force change in the government. They were
trying to achieve some other criminal goal. But, initially, we could not rule it (terrorism) out."
According to Malvo’s testimony in Muhammad’s May 2006 trial in Montgomery County, the defendant’s plan was to
kill six people a day for 30 days. The next phase was to kill a police officer in Baltimore, and set of an improvised
explosive device at the officer’s funeral, in order to kill police. That would facilitate extortion of money from the
government to finance a training camp in Canada where Muhammad would train children to carry out coordinated
attacks back in the United States.
Yet, whatever the motive, if there was a rational one, Walker said what she thinks about most is not the once-in-a-
career case, but the victims and their families.
"What I reflect on most is the cost that has been borne by the families who have lost their family members," she said.
"These were horrible deaths. You can execute a criminal, but you can’t make a family whole. I tend to think about
that the most."
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